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GUIDENCE BASS FESTIVAL 2012

BASS Festival(British Arts and Street Sounds) is the UK’s only month long celebration of Black Music and Art. Every summer BASS Festival, offers Birmingham a phenomenal line up of events, new commissions, gigs, exhibitions, master classes, showcases, club nights, theatre, seminar and film.

This year BASS Festival is seeking commissions of music, dance, spoken word, fashion, visual arts and theatre. Punch is looking for artists with a real passion to create exciting new work that challenges, engages and builds audiences. BASS Festival will take place in June 2012.

Produced by Punch Records, the key aims of the festival are to:

· Forge new creative  partnerships between venues, artists and promoters 
· Expand, diversify and improve the image and accessibility of urban arts through new programming and audience development.
· Continue to build on the festivals 7 year reputation to further establish BASS as a long-term feature of the region’s and the UK’s annual cultural programme.

Now in its 7th year BASS has been highlighted in the Top 100 Festivals in the Sunday Times and has huge outreach to a fantastically diverse audience base.

1. Theme
Every year the BASS has a programming theme to festival events to help develop a united and progressive narrative throughout the festival programme. Previous themes have included:

2011	Revolution
2010	DNA
2009	Inspired by Africa and Africans
2008	The Five Elements Hip Hop
2007	Internationalism 

The theme for 2012 is JAMAICA

Punch has chosen this theme to coincide with Jamaica’s celebration of 50 years of independence in 2012 and the arrival of the Jamaican Olympic team to train in Birmingham for the London Games 2012. Through music, art, dance, spoken word, fashion, food and other creative genres JAMAICA can be explored and expressed through BASS 2012 events. The theme can be translated as loosely or as rigorously as you choose but your commission MUST include flavours, influences and/ or inspiration of JAMAICA

2. Commissions
BASS welcomes applications from any art form (music, film, fashion, visual art, theatre, dance, etc) but will favours those that have a bias towards urban or black forms of expression or content.

We are looking for fresh, original, exciting, challenging and innovative work that hits one or more of the festival aims. It may be a completely new project or an exciting extension of your current practice. We want you to use the commissions as an opportunity to explore those ideas you wouldn’t normally see as viable.  

In past years commissions have included:

· Grime theatre show at Birmingham REP
· Photographic exhibition of Hip Hop & Soul legends
· Young Black Designers fashion show at mac 
· Film screening and Q&A with graffiti legends Henry Chalfant and Goldie 
· Spoken word extravaganza with Jean Binta Breeze & Kim Trusty
· The Revolution Has Been Feminized-Women performer showcase
· Hip Hop celebration day with Turbo from Sky 1’s Got to Dance

[bookmark: _GoBack]Commission awards will range from £500 - £3000 and we expect the average award to be around £1000.   Please complete the basic budget outline to give us an idea of how you will manage your finances. These commissions are intended as artistic ventures rather than commercial money making incentives. 
Events are held predominantly in the Midlands region. They are produced in a range of contrasting venues from universities, museums, galleries, bars to public spaces. This approach ensures that a huge cross section of the region's communities have unrivalled exposure and easy access to the festival.

3. Application 

1. Your personal details and online locations for examples of your work
2. Commission title- this can be a working title if not known
3. Proposed venue -If you haven’t got one in mind, do not worry this will not affect our project judgement and is something we can assist with if you are successful. If you have venue in mind this must be within the West Midlands.
4. Your Role- please state what you role will be in the project ie: event producer, artist, both?
5. Artists involved- please give us online links to their work
6. Brief outline proposal of up to 400 words clearly describing what you would like to propose for the BASS programme and how you go about making this happen.
7. Links to theme - how does your idea link to the theme of  Jamaica
8. Budget-the basic budget outline gives us an idea of how you will manage your finances and for you to make sure that you can make your idea work financially. Be realistic about your costs / income and include cash in reserve in case things change.Please keep in mind that the average commission fee is £1000, we really need to see where money is going to be spent and a project is value for money for punch and its partners.

      4. Punch Support
 In addition to the award, Punch can offer you support for your venture this can include 
· Initial guidance and continued support meetings
· PR and marketing support (print and online)
· A full page coverage of your project in the BASS brochure (40k national print run)
· Potential coverage in the BASS documentary with interview
This will be discussed with those offered the commission fees at the time that the offer is made. There will also be an evaluation and overall commission de-brief 

5. Responsibility
The overall responsibility for the commission is with the person or group awarded in regards concept, project management and contents, audience building and delivery. 
You will be responsible for supplying pictures and press release to us for marketing the event in addition to your own marketing work

Deadline:                                 Tuesday 31 January 2012
Decision:                                 Mid February 2012 (TBC)

Please email your submission to info@punch-records.co.uk

Please ensure you complete the application form and budget in full. Incomplete applications will NOT be accepted and late applications will not be accepted.
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