Guidance and Application Form

Call for Artists

BASS Festival and mac birmingham are looking for artists who can respond creatively to a world famous image by the internationally renowned photographer Vanley Burke.

Who are you?

You are an emerging or established practitioner – a visual artist, musician, producer, dancer, fashion designer, DJ or working in any other creative discipline. You will create a new, authentic, inspiring and exciting work which draws from your responses to Vanley Burke’s famous image of 1980’s Birmingham.

Who is Vanley Burke?

Birmingham based photographer Vanley Burke is one of the best known documenters of Black Britain since the sixities. His work will be the subject of a major exhibition at mac birmingham in autumn 2012.

Vanley Burke arrived from St Thomas in Jamaica at the age of 11 and has been photographing the Jamaican Community in Handsworth from 1967. A self-taught professional, his work is important in documenting the experiences of African-Caribbean people in post-war Britain. His images of the troubles in Handsworth taken over 1981, 1985 and 1991 present a honest and sensitive portrayal of Black people in the Midlands. His work demonstrates an intimacy with his subjects that national press photographers have been unable to establish. This can also seen in his portrait photographs, which can highlight the experience and aspirations of Black people, and feature – amongst others – musicians, intellectuals, soldiers, church choirs and members of the Nation of Islam.

We’re looking for ideas with real passion to create an exciting new work that will challenge, engage and build audiences. Punch Records and mac birmingham welcomes applications from any art form (music, film, fashion, visual art, theatre, dance, etc.) but will favour those that have a bias towards urban or black forms of expression or content. We are looking for fresh, original, exciting, challenging and innovative work that hits one or more of the festival aims (see below).

The successful applicant will be selected by a panel including artist Vanley Burke and representatives from Punch Records and mac birmingham. The £2,000 commission will be presented at mac birmingham during the BASS Festival in June 2012. Please include a basic budget outline to give us an idea of how you will manage your finances. These commissions are intended as artistic ventures rather than commercial money making incentives.

This summer Punch’s BASS Festival is teaming up with mac Birmingham to invite artists of all kinds; dancers, musicians, DJs, visual artists or fashion designers to lets us know their ideas for new work inspired by his picture.

Application Process

Applicants are required to submit the following:

· Brief outline proposal of up to 400 words clearly describing what you would like to propose for the BASS programme and how you go about making this happen

· Links to theme explaining how your commission responds to the Vanley Burke image

· Biography including your personal details and indicating relevant experience and any online locations for examples of your work

· Your Role in the project i.e. event producer, artist, etc.

· Other artists involved with online links to their work

· A basic budget outline giving an idea of how you will manage your finances and demonstrating that the work is financially viable

Please ensure you complete an application form and budget in full. Incomplete applications will NOT be accepted and late applications will not be accepted. Please email your submission to paulf@punch-records.co.uk

Selection Panel:

1. Paul Fordham, General Manager, Punch Records

2. Craig Ashley, Producer – Visual arts, mac birmingham
3. Vanley Burke, artist and photographer

Deadline: Monday 27 Feb at 5pm
Decision: Friday 10 March
Commission ready for presentation 10 June 
Additional Information

In addition to the award, Punch Records and mac birmingham can offer support for the successful applicant. This can include:

· Initial guidance and continued support meetings

· PR and marketing support (print and online)

· A full page coverage in the BASS Festival brochure (40k national print run)

· Potential coverage in the BASS Festival documentary with interview

NB This will be discussed with those offered the commission fees at the time that the offer is made. There will also be an evaluation and overall commission de-brief. The overall responsibility for the commission is with the person or group awarded in regards concept, project management and contents, audience building and delivery. The successful applicant will be responsible for supplying marketing material

Additional information

About BASS Festival

BASS Festival (British Arts and Street Sounds) is the UK’s only month long celebration of Black Music and Art. Every summer BASS Festival, offers Birmingham a phenomenal line up of events, new commissions, gigs, exhibitions, master classes, showcases, club nights, theatre, seminar and film. Now in its 7th year BASS has been highlighted in the Top 100 Festivals in the Sunday Times and has huge outreach to a fantastically diverse audience base.

Produced by Punch Records, the key aims of the festival are to:

· forge new creative partnerships between venues, artists and promoters

· expand, diversify and improve the image and accessibility of urban arts through new programming and audience development

· continue to build on the festivals 7 year reputation to further establish BASS as a long-term feature of the region’s and the UK’s annual cultural programme

Every year the BASS has a programming theme to festival events to help develop a united and progressive narrative throughout the festival programme. The 2012 theme is Jamaica. Punch Records has chosen this theme to coincide with Jamaica’s celebration of 50 years of independence in 2012 and the arrival of the Jamaican Olympic team to train in Birmingham for the London Games 2012. Through music, art, dance, spoken word, fashion, food and other creative genres ‘Jamaica’ will be explored and expressed through BASS 2012 events.

About mac birmingham

mac is committed to profiling the very best in contemporary visual arts and extending our track record for programming across art forms. With over 600,000 monitored attendances a year, mac continues to establish itself as part of a growing, vibrant and exciting cultural scene in Birmingham and the region.

mac’s ethos is based on a set of values which inform the whole of its activities, including its public programmes. The tensions within the values help to shape the organisation’s work and add an extra creative spark to its activities. mac values the following:

· artistically experimental activities

· recognising the uniqueness of artistic talent

· increasing the accessibility of the arts – and respecting their complexity

· introducing audiences to new challenges and innovations

· helping artists to find their own, unique voice

